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RIBIKENNETH

|t is one thing to accurately
lecture on how to ride a bi- :
cycle, and altogether a differ- :
ent thing to be capable of prac-

tically riding it.

Likewise, parenting often
can be limited when it is one-
sided and focuses on all that
is expressed in words alone.
Spoken communication is nec-
essary and sufficient in relay-
ing information to children, but
it fails to bring about an ad-

equate behavioral change in

them. This is where 'model
parenting' is essential and be-
comes a core component in
effectively building responsible
and happy children.

Children learn largely

through "Observational Learn- :

ing". In psychology, this repre-
sents the process of learning
by observing others, retaining
the information, and then later
replicating the behaviours that
were observed. A tremendous
amount of learning happens in
children through such a pro-
cess. So a parent should be
keen to cement their verbal
communication with relative
actions, which will help effec-
tively build proper behaviour
and response in a child. Model
parenting thus facilitates a

teaching process where par- :

ents become the model of ob-
servation for a child.

10

MODEL PARENTING.
WHY IT MATTERS

The biblical parable of the :
: wise and foolish builders re- :
: minds us that a strong founda-  our belief. A child should be able
: tion is critical in determining the
: outcome of whether a house :
: build will fall or stand. The pas- :
: sage in Matthew 7 introduces :
: the foundation as the person :
Ewho after listening, puts them i
: into practice.
So preparing ourselves as :
the model for observation, here
: are three ways in which a par- :
Eent can exercise Model and
i practical parenting at home.

: 1. Be there for them without :
: being labelled 'busy'
A child's choice of whom to :
turn to as the first resort in a situ- :
: ation of their need or emergency :
: should be a default one - The
parent. Naturally, the emotional :
: bond between a child and a par-
: ent is strong and allows a child
i to seek his parent first. But in a :
: world of pressured corporate re-
: sponsibilities and excessive so-
: cial engagements, time is hard :
: to find. Parents tend to prioritise
: their availability to other things. :
: This is the tipping point of many
: erratic responses as a child :
: matures. :
:  When we as parents believe :
: that we are the provider, protec- :
tor, teacher and steward of the

: gift from above, we should
model our actions to complete

to observe a parent's involve-
ment in their time of need so they
confide in that action, and will

! not substitute it with a friend, a

relative, a device, activity or rely
on wrongful measures. No one

can care more about their chil-

dren than a parent, and children

i are always dependent and par-

ents have the biblical mandate

to be a steward of the genera-
: tion. Being there for our children

will make us, our children's su-

: perheroes.

Deuteronomy 11:19 high-
lights the active involvements of
a parent, at various times of the

: day. "You shall teach them to

your children, talking of them
when you are sitting in your
house, and when you are walk-
ing by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise."

2. Be the example you want
to see

Yes, define rules, set the

: standards, discipline erratic

behaviour as often as necessary
and spare not the rod as Bible

i directs. But let parents not be

found to be a hypaocrite in not
executing the home rules first. If

i we as parents do not worry
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about doing it ourselves, it is

evident that we really do not be- :

lieve in it at all and we are just

using our hierarchy and power :

of being a parent to impose it on
our children. Over time this will
fester into an incurable wound,
and children will turn a deaf ear
to what is being told, resulting in
rebellious mindsets.

So be keen on even the sim-
plest things and the bigger mat-

ters will run their course more :

seriously. If screen time is lim-
ited at home, don't use screens
excessively as parents. If rever-
ence during prayers is a norm
at home, don't be found as a
parent sitting casually at a
church prayer meeting. When a
child sees what their parents
practice, they take it more ear-
nestly and it leads to a positive
and proactive behavioural
change

Titus 2:6-7 Show yourself in
all respects to be a model of
good works, and in your teach-

: ing show integrity, dignity,
: 3. Be their first teacher and :
i soul winner
If we as parents believe in :
: Church and fellowship, let our :
i home be the first Church for our
: children. If we hope in God as
: our father, let our Child learn it
! from us first. If our children ever
question endurance and suffer- :
: ing, let them experience itin us :
: first.
Sunday school teachers, :
: youth movement and pastors :
: have their roles in building up the :
i next generation, but all these
! sprouts out of model parenting
: at home. If our generation does
: not see a working gospel at :
i home, no advice, powerful i
: preachers, high funded Church :
: programs or counselling centres :
: will save them. So, let model :
: actions and encouragements of :
: a parent be the guide that sets a
: Child to hear and believe what i
! they obtained from their parent.
Let the parent be the child's first :

i soul winner.

It is interesting to note that in

{ 1 Timothy 3, being able to man-

age the household well and hav-
ing submissive children, are set
as the criteria for those who

i wish to take up an office or a

noble task in the kingdom of God.
So model parenting as represen-

! tatives of Christ on earth is vital

and something God takes with

i utmost importance.

While a parent enjoys their
authority in bringing children in
the way of the Lord, also be
aware that there exists a higher
authority in Jesus to answer to.
If Children are a gift from above,

: each parent is a steward to what

they have received. So in the day
when God demands of parents,
may our hands be strong to give
back to God a generation that
was built on not just on words,
but on a foundation modelled by
pure and true action. May we
parents on earth, be the model
father image of God in heaven.
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PARENTING IN THE MIDST
OF INTERTECHNOLOGICAL &

WORLD WIDE EPIDEMICS

Greetings to you in the name of our lord and savior Jesus Christ
and my fellow parents it's a great opportunity that God has given
me to write about parenting one thing that | understood is there is
no amount of perfection you can attain in parenting cause your chil-
dren are wired differently if there are three siblings you will experi-
ence different sets of emotional traits, habits, behavioral changes,
acceptance, capabilities, talents. you see they are all different.

that you are raising your children in the way God expects us to if we
are curious enough to discover a child's abiity then we can aid in

shaping the minds and hearts of our children to love God with all

their hearts.

| read a book called children learn what they ive written by Dor-
othy law and she says,

If children live with criticism hey earn to condemn

If children live with hostiliy they learn to fight

f children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive

If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry or themsehves

If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy

f children live with jealousy, they learm to foel envy

f chikdren live with shame, they lean to feel guilty

If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence

If children live with acceptance they learn to love

If children live with approval, they leam to like themselves

if children live with recognition they leam to live with a goal

f they live with sharing. they learn generosity

if they live with honesty. they leam truthfulness

If they live with kindness & consideration they learn to respect

If they live with the love of God, they learn to love other in return

The moment | read these lines it rang a bell in my mind there are
times all that of us has gone through hypocrisy one point or the
other. God expects us to be holy acceptable submissive to his wil.

we should be patient to listen to his voice he wants us to live a
Godly and truthful life. children are like sponges they will absorb :
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i anything and everything that
: comes ther way. There are
: times when | had to take a
: break from certain areas of my
: life just to focus on my
: parenting this is when | realized
: that there are critical areas that
: God is sill teaching and correct-
: ing me to come into terms with
: his will. The sole purpose of
: God giving us children is for us

' to

learn the concept of

parenting and in turn mend our
: ways thereby leading a suc-
cessful parenting life with our
: children. itis a whole teamwork
: of both you and your children
: now when we connect to our
: christian life, we need to set
principles and aso set bound-
i aries.

parenting our children provide countless opportunities to ensure :

How do we unity the prin-

Eciples of parenting in our
¢ Christian life in this era?

Although we are parernts

: who are busy with church ac-
tivities, gatherings. job, teach-
: ing our children, home chores
: in all this the most central and
! basic idea are

Loving god and further lead-

: ing our chidren to love others

Christ

Making them dsciples of

Preparing them to have a

heart ot patience that waits on
: the voice of the lord

We will experience a mul-

: tiple of challenges from them
yet do not give up hope. let our
: children find trustin us as a par-
: ent even when there will be
: times when you make a mis-
: take. wil you be willing to say
the golden words | am sorry will
: you forgive me to our own

Will Continue in Page 14 p
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<4 Continue reading on Page 13

children this in turn will translate
a complete realm of God in their
life and once they see the
transformaion happening in you
They wil learn to heed to the
voice af the lord in patience and
evereone Jesus himself died on
the cross for us and showed us
forgiveness, he lived and
preached with humility kindness
and even sacrificed himself for
us. Let us follow the same pat-
tern in us and learn to be the real
us There is a tendency in most
parents to enact perfection even
though there is none but are we
willing to be the same self and

trust god in all our ways no mat-
ter what happens. how we prac-
tically live our life is the most
important thing in this era. Du-
plicity is something God does
not like he wants you to be the
real you and its ok if you want to
take off time from social media
you still need to work out on your
real self. sometmes its even
hard accepting the fact that you
are not your real self Until god
gave us children am sure we al
didn't understand how much
mending we needed as adults.
Once we come in terms with
our real self you will not believe

the situation and atmosphere
changing .This to me is the most
important critical area we need
to work on a s a parent God is
working on us the same way let
us also work on our chidren too.

The bible says in proverbs
29:17

Discipline your children and
they will give you peace.

They will bring you the de-
lights you desire

May the lord bless you to be
the parent he desires let us wield
to his perfect will

Happy parenting and raising
sons and daughters who follow
the heart of God.

To be continued.....
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